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FROM FINANCE TO FOREST 
RESTORATION
 
As a financial analyst for the European 
Investment Fund in Luxembourg and former 
expatriate in South Africa, Katharina Paris 
(CESEM 11) had laid the foundation for a 
promising career when she decided to leave 
her job and embark on a trip around the 
world with her partner, Romain Rouyer. As 
she sought ways to live a life aligned with 
her values, the idea of co-creating Foliumize 
emerged. At the time, they were planting 
trees at Pachamama forest retreat in South 
Africa to help restore the indigenous 
ecosystem. They thought they could use 
their skills to create a business that would 
support non-profit projects like Pachamama. 
Their goal is to create an online platform 
(foliumize.com) through which people would 
finance the planting of a tree by buying a 
piece of art created by an artist from the 
local community. Firms that sell trees to 
compensate for carbon emissions usually 
work with industrial timber corporations that 
plant non-indigenous monocultures and 
often use pesticides. “While they only focus 
on planting trees as fast as possible to sell 
carbon credits, we want to restore the 
forest’s original soil and biodiversity.” For her, 
it is important to include all aspects of the 
ecosystem: plants, animals, and people. “We 
want to create a connection between a 
purchase, an ecological necessity, and a 
social aspect. If you pay a fair price for the 
tree, then we can recruit people locally to 
plant the trees without pesticides or heavy 
machinery. We try to take a holistic approach 
as much as possible.”

Katharina Paris 
(CESEM 11) 
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 South Africa’s biodiversity is clearly 
an asset for the development of a greener 
economy.  Carl Bernadac
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